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MANAGER'S CORNER
We made it through the Holidays and Spring is nearly in full
effect. We realize this is a trying time as the state is
currently under a stay-at-home order. The current health
crisis has forced our Town staff to adapt to changes that
are happening every day, with staff having to work
remotely, and shifts in how we do business. As the safety
of our residents is of the utmost importance, this issue will
focus on providing COVID-19 tips and Town closure
information, but also a view of the positive things that are
taking place in Town. So let's take time to enjoy the little
things, like the spring blooms.
Stay safe, friends.

COVID-19
SAFETY TIPS
Stay at home if you can and avoid
gatherings of more than ten people.
Practice social distancing by keeping
a distance of six feet from others if
you must go out in public
Wash your hands often for at least
20 seconds, especially after being in a
public place, or after blowing your
nose, coughing or sneezing.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose or
mouth with unwashed hands.
Disinfect surfaces like doorknobs,
tables, and handrails regularly.
Increase ventilation by opening
windows or adjusting air
conditioning.
Stop handshaking - use other
noncontact methods of greeting.

MAYOR'S

Corner
We are experiencing something that Hope Mills has not had to face before. The anticipation of the
unknown, the anxiety of possibly losing our employment, scarcity of everyday supplies and the fear
of a virus that we know little about. I am thankful to live in Hope Mills where our residents care
about each other. Our community churches and businesses are ready to support our needs.
I encourage you to stay at home - count your blessings, appreciate the time to rest; to slow down
and to create new memories with family. We are in close contact with our County and State
officials to ensure we make good decisions for Hope Mills.
I am Hope Mills Proud because we are in this together as a family - Hope Mills Strong!
Praying for our community.
Jackie Warner

LIGHTING OF THE

Lake Star

It is a message of hope for our citizens. For positivity and light in these dark times. The "Lake Star"
at Hope Mills Lake is just one of the many efforts you may have heard or read about that are
occurring throughout many communities in our state and nationwide. Setting up Christmas
decorations, parades and banners for teachers and their students, and free hugs from animals.
There are so many heartwarming and compelling stories of coming together as a community.
Though we may not be together in body, we are all in this together in spirit and in hope.
The Lake Star will be on an automatic timer and will be lit everyday from 6:00 p.m. - 6:00 a.m. Until
the COVID-19 crisis has ended and we may go back to our normal lives and routines, please allow
this timed lighting to evoke a sense of normalcy into your lives; to bring a sense of peace, comfort,
strength, and hope for the future for all who see it.
We would like to thank the several citizens who suggested
this symbol be lit for our community.
HOPE MILLS PROUD

2020 - 2021

Budget Update
The 2020 - 2021 Budget Process is still coming along on schedule. Finance Director Drew Holland
has received all Town Department Head requests - which were due the week of March 23rd.
Finance Director Holland and Town Manager Melissa Adams will begin meetings with Department
Heads concerning their requests during the weeks of April 6th and April 13th.
Town Manager Adams anticipates submitting her recommendations to Department Heads by the
week of April 27th. The Board of Commissioners will then set a Budget Workshop sometime in
May after discussion of setting a date is placed on the April 20th regular meeting agenda for Board
suggestion.
As a reminder, the Town's Fiscal Year Budget begins on July 1 and ends on June 30.

TEMPORARY

Police Station
The Police Department is currently in the process of moving from their previous Rockfish Road
location to the temporary site at 3800 South Main Street (old Ace Hardware building). Due to the
logistics involved with a move of this size, a temporary disruption of administrative service is
expected while the Police Department relocates staff and equipment from one site to the other.
Please note, there will be no interruption in patrol operations. Residents are still to call 911 for
anything requiring a police response.

EMPLOYEE

Spotlight
HOPE MILLS FIRE DEPARTMENT

We would like to take the time to acknowledge the following Fire Department personnel that were
recognized at the annual Heartfelt Banquet held at Manna Church-Cliffdale Road on February 25,
2020:
Captain William Evers
Firefighter Lewis Cervera
Firefighter Johnathon Eason
Firefighter Nick Prough
Firefighter Colton Strickland
Our Fire Department personnel were recognized for their response to a drowning dispatch at
Fantasy Lake Water Park that occurred on the afternoon of Saturday, June 22, 2019. Upon our
Fire Department’s arrival, firefighters found an adult male who had been pulled from the water by
park employees; the victim was in cardiac arrest. Hope Mills Fire Department personnel began life
saving measures that included CPR as well as defibrillation (shocking) the patient back into a
survivable heart rhythm. Due to the actions of our personnel, the patient regained spontaneous
respirations prior to the arrival of EMS. The patient who was alive but remained unconscious was
transported by ambulance to Cape Fear Valley Health Systems where he was treated by medical
staff. The patient made a full recovery and was discharged from the hospital several days later.
The Heartfelt Banquet was established 3-years ago to recognize local survivors of cardiac arrest
and to acknowledge the “Care Team’s” (First Responders, Nurses, Doctors, Therapist and
associated personnel) skill, proficiency and determination to save the patient’s life.
During the banquet, the survivors and their families are reunited with the personnel who treated
the patient from the 911 field response until discharge from a medical facility. We are extremely
proud to say Hope Mills Fire Department personnel have been recognized at this event for the last
two years.
During this time of uncertainty throughout our nation and the world for that matter,
in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, we must not forget to thank our First Responders
for continuing to work to keep us safe.
WE THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO!

COVID-19

Tips & Ideas
TIPS TO KEEP YOUR DISTANCE & STAY CONNECTED
Hike on a trail away from others.
Garden.
Video chat with friends and family.
Call anyone who can't video chat.
Make your book club virtual or join an online discussion group.
Practice at least 30 minutes of physical activity.
Take up a new hobby at home such as crafting or amp up your cooking.
Explore museums and parks online.
Watch live concerts online - https://seattlesymphony.org/live
A fun activity for kids is to create drawings or letters to their grandparents or
elderly nursing home residents to receive by mail.
Have kids write letters to their friends or teachers from school.

10 TIPS TO REDUCE COVID-19 ANXIETY
Focus on things you can control, such as your thoughts and behaviors.
Control how often you check the latest news.
Keep the big picture in mind. Humankind will survive this.
Model peaceful behavior for those around you.
Remember that the size of the news coverage may not equal the size of a threat.
Evaluate your own health behaviors and be a model for others, including children.
Let wisdom and logic guide you.
Feeling too isolated? Maintain digital connections with people.
Turn to reputable sources for your news.
Don't let fear influence your decisions, such as hoarding supplies.

